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The purpose of our session today

• Overview the Juvenile Drug Treatment Court 
Guidelines – what are they?

• Demonstrate how important they are – why should 
you know about them and follow them?

• Show you how to get more resources about the 
Guidelines – and help implementing them

• Practice strategic planning by completing a mini 
technical assistance exercise



3

What are the Guidelines?

http://www.ojjdp.gov/Juvenile-Drug-Treatment-Court-Guidelines.html

http://www.ojjdp.gov/Juvenile-Drug-Treatment-Court-Guidelines.html
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How to find the Guidelines

• OJJDP JDTC Guidelines website: 
http://www.ojjdp.gov/Juvenile-Drug-Treatment-
Court-Guidelines.html

• The visual diagram: 
https://www.ojjdp.gov/images/jdtc1.png

• The written document/pdf with details: 
https://www.ojjdp.gov/pubs/250368.pdf

• JDTC Initiative website: www.au-jdtc.org

http://www.ojjdp.gov/Juvenile-Drug-Treatment-Court-Guidelines.html
https://www.ojjdp.gov/images/jdtc1.png
https://www.ojjdp.gov/pubs/250368.pdf
http://www.au-jdtc.org/
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Why create the Guidelines?

• Provide guidance that is evidence-based

• Standardize what it means to be a JDTC

• Address the effectiveness question: Do JDTCs 
provide better outcomes for youth?
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What’s Next for the Guidelines?

• Phase 2 — Testing

• Proposed objectives of the study:
• Evaluate the comparative effectiveness of the JDTC model 

(i.e., based on the JDTC Guidelines) 

• Examine whether (and how) the Guidelines matter for 
JDTC practice

• Examine whether (and how) the Guidelines matter for 
youth outcomes
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• Treatment-oriented to focus on substance use disorders 
and mental health

• Evidence-based to help JDTCs identify the strategies most 
likely to result in positive outcomes

• Guided by adolescent development and family 
engagement 

Why should you care?





The guidelines are based on what we know 

Research Experience

• Adolescent Substance Use
• Juvenile Courts

• Juvenile Drug Treatment Courts



1. Effectively address substance use and criminogenic needs
2. Ensure equitable treatment for all youth 

(eligibility/screening)
3. Engage full team and follow procedures fairly
4. Conduct comprehensive assessments
5. Provide effective contingency management, case 

management, and community supervision
6. Provide evidence-based substance use treatment, other 

services, and prosocial connections
7. Monitor and track program completion and termination

Your program is being asked to:



1. Effectively Address Risks and Needs

Committed 

Team

Clarify 

Team 

Roles

Include 

Schools

TTA
Engage 

Family
Use 

Interpreters



2.  Ensure Equitable Treatment for All Youth

Eligibility 

Criteria

Valid Risk 

Assessment
Ineligible: 

Divert or 

Traditional 

JC

Equity of  

Access

SUD 

Screening



2.  Ensure Equitable Treatment for All Youth

Eligibility 

Criteria

Valid Risk 

Assessment
Ineligible: 

Divert or 

Traditional 

JC

Equity of  

Access

SUD 

Screening

At least 14 Years Old

Substance Use Disorder

Moderate to High Risk 



3.  Engage Team & Follow Procedures Fairly

Collaborate 

with 

Parents

Judge is 

Non-

Judgmental 

& Fair

Apply Rules

Consistently

Review 

Progress



4.  Conduct Comprehensive Assessments

Youth and 

Parent 

Assessment

Individual

and 

Culturally 

Competent 

Plans



Assessment Areas

AOD
Abuse or 
Trauma

Criminogenic 
Needs

Well-being 
Needs & 
Strengths

Mental Health 
Needs

Parental 
Needs and 

Skills





5.  Provide Effective Contingency Management, Case 
Management, & Community Supervision 

Incentives 

≥ 

Sanctions

Fair I & S

Fees & 

Detention 

Rare

Youth’s 

Needs

Drug Test 

Concerns

Respond to 

Relapse 

with RNR



5.  Provide Effective Contingency Management, Case 
Management, & Community Supervision 

Incentives 

≥ 

Sanctions

Fair I & S

Fees & 

Detention 

Rare

Youth’s 

Needs

Drug Test 

Concerns

Respond to 

Relapse 

with RNR

Sparingly

Short Duration

Risk of Danger or Absconding



INCARCERATION

IS NOT A

LEVEL OF CARE



6.  Provide Evidence-Based Treatment, Services, & 
Prosocial Connections

Service 

Continuum

EB SUD 

Treatment

Fidelity

EB 

Treatment 

for All 

Needs

Prosocial 

Skills



7.  Monitor/Track Completion and Termination

Facilitate 

Equivalent 

Outcomes

Termination 

only as Last 

Result

Performance

Measures



❖ An understanding of what the JDTC Guidelines are

❖ An understanding of why they are important

❖ A commitment to following as many as you can!

❖ A commitment to learning more and reaching out 
for help and information if you need support 
implementing them

Takeaways



Questions?



JDTC Guidelines-Specific Resources
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JDTC Guidelines TTA Initiative

• JPO at AU – technical assistance 
• Office-based and site-based

• Self-Assessment Tool based on the JDTC Guidelines

• TA tailored to jurisdiction

• Strategic Planning

• NADCP – training
• Local, regional, and web-based focus on implementing 

the JDTC Guidelines
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OJJDP’s JDTC Guidelines Website

• JDTC Guidelines website: 
http://www.ojjdp.gov/Juvenile-Drug-
Treatment-Court-Guidelines.html

http://www.ojjdp.gov/Juvenile-Drug-Treatment-Court-Guidelines.html
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JDTC Initiative Website

• Access our website for 
resources and to request 
Guidelines-specific training 
and technical assistance: 
www.au-jdtc.org

http://www.au-jdtc.org/
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JDTC Interactive Listserv
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Thank you for 

participating today!

Zoë Root 

zoeroot@american.edu

Anna Koozmin

koozmin@american.edu

Juliette Mackin

Mackin@npcresearch.com

Twitter: @AU_JPO

facebook.com/aujpo

www.american.edu/spa/jpo

Connect with us:

@JuvDTC

Phone: (202) 885-2875 

Email: jdtc@american.edu

mailto:zoeroot@american.edu
mailto:koozmin@american.edu
mailto:Mackin@npcresearch.com
mailto:jstc@american.edu

